* 
45 
9 , _— 


*Acaprrcvs to to Evcex1vs: 1 
— | . 


: 7 222 L 2174 : p % 73 8 «4 a © w s » 4 N 
ö © Aa yep 1 by : *£ | 
UV u b 3 * 7 4 _ 12 1.4 444 
4 X 40 1.8 — — 218 2 
7 
ARI 0 U BIJECT S. 
V —_— 
* , 
ln $490 J 

1 4 
_— e ' : . - 2 he ; . s | 
” * Sh 

i 
> 2 
4 
? = 
j - 7 4 
| | Wo 

- ; : 

. G 
1 
. $ 
n : f * 8 
LONDON: | E 

* . 

* . 0 | N J ns >: 

. f * — 
Printed for the AurHOR, 5 


nd Sold by Tomas Evans, in Pater-nofter-row, _ i 


meet, 7 


— 7 A , 


Page 8. Line 2, after together place a Semicolon. 
20. laſt Line, for bona read bonas. 
21, —— 6, for ſe read re. 4 | 
23. The Greek Quotation wrong printed. 
29. Line 9. for As read All. 


45. — 8. for he read Ham. 


ä — — — — 


* 
4 s 


* 
U „ 
d a 


43'S 


17 
| 


LETTER I 


Dear' EUCGEN Ius, _ «< 


AM now left to contem- 
plate alone in the ſweet groves 
and delicious retreats of my be- 


loved Alma Mater. I can ſay, 
however, as it is reported Sci- 
pio Africanus was wont, that 


J am never leſs alone than when 
alone. As I am paſſionately 
fond of reading and writing, I 
find employment in theſe for 
almoſt every hour of the day: 


here alſo I often revolve in my 


mind ſome philoſophical ſubject 
B 2 Or 


| 
| 


i 
' 
' 
{ 
! 
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or another, that we have diſ- 
courſed upon when together. 


In cloyſters dim, far from the haunts of folly, 
With freedom by my fide, and N 
melancholy. 


As I have a 18504 deal of 14. 
ſure at preſent, I purpoſe ink — » 
you my thoughts in writing on 
one or two of thoſe ſubjects about 
which we have differed ſo widely 
in opinion.— ! have been in col- 
lege almoſt all the ſummer, as 
you know I am part ularly 
pleaſed with retirement. Sweet, 
certainly, are its uſes. The mind 
unencumbered with the cares of 
life, and free from the troubles 
attendant upon ſociety, can then 
exert all its powers in ſpeculation. 

We 


Ko 
We hereby come & that beſt of 
knowledge, the knowledge of 


_ ourſelves, and by placing us, as 
it were, above the world, it 
makes all its follies and abſurdi- 


ties conſpicuous: by this we 
come to that ſerene hill of wif- 
dom, from which, the Roman 
poet tells us, we look down 
with pity on thoſe. erring mortals 
who have ſtrayed from the true 
path of lite, 


Deſpicere unde queas alios, paſſimque videre 


Errare, atque viam palantes quærere vit. 


T feel the loſs of company - 


| leſs than formerly, as a diſguſt 


to the world increaſes upon 
me every day. Man is an 
animal, as Swift ſays, that, 

5 upon 


[ xo f 


upon the whille,, I perfectly dea 


reſt, though I may love Peter, 


John, and Thomas. The know- 
ledge I have had of the world, 
though little, convinces me that 
every one who lives in it ought 
to act on this principle—To 
believe every man a villain till he 
has proved himſelf honeſt, not 
as the law ſays, to believe him 
innocent till he is found guil- 
ty. We are indeed rogues by 
nature. To this retreat, there- 
fore, I fly when misfortunes have 
vexed me, or the villainies of 
mankind have made me ſoured 
with the world. My dear Alma 
Mater then takes me in her arms, 
and like a tender and affectionate 
mother, expels or mitigates all 

| my 


= 


1 
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my cares, and gently ſooths me 


into tranquillity, My books 
afford me, in the words of the 
latin author, inter proſpera orna- 
mentum, inter aduerſa refugium. 
It is for theſe reaſons that I 
prefer this melancholy place, as 
you call it, to any other; and TI - 
ſwear to you by the immortal 
ſouls of thoſe great genius's, 
whoſe productions have ſubjected 
new regions to the empire of 
learning, and who whilom con- 
templated in theſe groves, that 
one day of literary ſolitude here, 
is to me worth an hundred ſpent 
elſewhere in irrational diſſipation, 


I am your's, &c, 


AcaDtEmicus, 


bio ri be Deo 


Py 
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/ IMTTEM 


ON THE 


PROBABILITY 
OF THE 
MONARCHY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


580 BECOMING ABSOLUTE. 


Nulla eſt natio quam pertim eſcamus: omnia 
ſunt externa terra marique pacata : intus inſidiæ 
ſunt ; intus eſt hoſtis: cum luxuria nobis, cum 
amentia, cum ſcelere certandum eſt. 

Etcuno, Oratio 2. in Lucium Catilinam, 


— 


Fw] 
LETTER IL 


Dan EuckNius;, 

I Make no doubt but that the 
monarchy of Great Britain 
will ſoon be abſolute, if there 
is not an interpoſition of the peo 
ple in favour of liberty. One 
might maintain this without a 
juſt imputation of temerity, as 
well as that a perſon who lived 
in continual debauchery and in- 
temperance, would ſoon impair 
his health, and render his body 
infirm. We are really in a dan- 
gerous ſituation. We have a 
prince upon the throne, who is 
actuated by the counſels of men 

C 2 who 
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| who ſeem determined to effect a 
{ubverfion of the conſtitution. 
He has a large ſtanding army, 
and two houſes of parliament, at 
his command. I would not be 
thought, however, to mean that 
he himſelf had ever planned ſuch 
a ſcheme ; his attention has been 
engaged in other ſtudies : he has 
dedicated his time to the elegant 
arts, and philoſophical amuſe- 


ments. | 
0 


Men of little wit, and leſs diſ- 
cernment, generally ridicule thoſe 
as enthuſiaſtical politicians, who 
talk of the impending ruin of 

the liberties of their country: 
They cannot ſee the ſtorm that 
is gathering above them, and 
— will 
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will readily burſt upon thei? 
heads, and therefore they deſpiſe 
it. One might however affirm, 
that the liberty of the conſtitu- 
tion would ſoon be invaded, 
without diſgracing the cool and 
unimpaſſioned judgment which 
dignified a Machiavel' or a Mon- 
teſquieu. The latter great man 
does indeed tell us, in his moſt 
excellent Treatiſe of the Spirit of 
Laws, that as all human things 
have an end, the beautiful ſyſtem 
of the Engliſh government” will 
one day periſh... He ſays that it 
will periſn when the legiſlative 
power ſhall become more corrupt 
than the executive. As for my 
part, I cannot conceive how the 
legiſlative power can be more 

3 corrupt 


[ x8 ] 
ebrriipt than at preſent. The 
methods of corruption that have 
been uſed to procure ſeats in the 
houſe of commons, are ſo well 
known, that it is not neceſſary to 


enlarge upon them. The greateſt 
part of thoſe who procure them; 
have ſcarce any other intention 
than to enrich themſelves as much 
as poſſible in the trade of ſelling 


the liberties of their country to 


the ſovereign. He, therefore, 
has an obedient parliament, (as 
there is always, with the biſhops 
and Scotch peers, a corrupt 
majority for the miniſtry in the 
Houſe of Lords) to vote what 
he pleaſes, and a loyal army to 
enforce their vote. The ſove- 
reign, 3 he is not deeply 

read 


[ @ 2 


read in the ſcience of politics, 1s 
pleaſed with every new encroach- 
ment, that is made for him upon 
the freedom of the people. The 
increaſe of power is as agreeable 
to a prince, as the augmentation - 
of his hoard to an ayaritious man, 
or the enjoyment of women to a 
young man. Where, then, in 
ſuch a dilemma, muſt we ſeek for 
relief ? It is no where to be found 
but in the virtue of the people. 
Doctor Blackſtone does, indeed, 
tell us, in contradiction to Mon- 
teſquieu, that the liberties of 
England will not periſh, as thoſe 
of Rome, Sparta, and Carthage 
have been loft, becauſe we are 
not ſtrangers, as they were, ta 
the trial by Jury. This, he 

5: ſeems 


. 
„ ſeems to look upon as a bulwark, 
i that neither time nor the effects 


of power can throw down. In 
my opinion, however, the doctor 


— — — = — _ 
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hi 

[ has made too haſty a concluſion ; 
for we muſt conſider. that thoſe 
1 countries had as ſtrong bulwarks 
j of liberty, which corruption at 


laſt demoliſhed. . We ſeem Haſten- 
ing to that ſtage of corruption, 
in which the Roman hiſtorian 
finely tells us, his country. was 
plunged, after Carthage had been 
reduced, and other great nations 
had been conquered. Primo per 
cuniæ, dein imperii cupido crevit. 
Ea quaſi materies omnium malo. 
rum fuere. Mamque avaritia 
idem, probitatem, cæteraſque artes 
bona ſubvertit, pro his ſuperbiamm, 


/ CN 


1 21 J 
crudelitatem, Deos negligere am- 
nia venalia habere edocuit : am- 
bitio. multos mortales falſos feri 
ſubegit ; i aliud clauſum in pectore, 
aliud promptum in lingud habere, 
amicitias inimicitiaſque, non ex ſe 
fed ex commodo eftumare, na- 
giſque vultum quam in genium 
bonum habere. Hec primo paula, 
tim creſcere, interdum vindicari. 
Pot bi contagio, quaſi peſti- 
lentia, invaſit ; it; civitas immutata, 
imperium ex juſtiſſimo atque op- 
timo, crudele intolerandunique | 
faftum. When we ſhall have 
fully arrived at this proftigacy 
'of manners, I ſhould think that 
the trial by jury would not 
ſtand firm againſt the attacks 
of the crown. The doctor him- 


7 D ſelf 


[ 22 
Telf tells us, that in Sweden the 
4 trial by jury, that bulwark of 
|: northern liberty, which conti- 
k nued in its full vigor ſo lately 
as the middle of the laſt century, 
is now fallen into diſuſe, and 
that there, though the regal 
power is in no country ſo cloſely 
limited, yet the liberties of the 
commons are extinguiſhed, and 
the government degenerated into 
a a mere ariſtocracy. Why then 
may we not infer from this, that 
of the trial by jury will be aboliſhed 
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i | here, and that our government 
i will in time degenerate into an 
i abſolute monarchy ? It ſeems 
| ö more than probable that this will 
b be the caſe, for it is tending with 


1 haſty ſtrides to that degeneracy. 
We 


. 
We have already ſeen how much 
ſome of the Stuarts have per- 
verted this method of trial to the 
diſadvantage and oppreſſion of 
the kingdom. We may, there- 
fore, fairly conclude that ſuch 
ſtretches of power may be again 
put in practice, and in contradic- 
tion to * Dr. Blackſtone, ſay, 
that 


1 * | 1 5 


” Y 


* This is one amongſt the innumerable 
abſurdities that are to be found in the Com- 
mentaries on the Laws of England. The 


author ſpeaks of the murder of Charles the Iſt. 


It is not his wiſh, that in the words of 
Homer, wg axrcο T M whkog, 051g TUauTrH 
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vepesi. He pretends to ridicule Locke, 


(whom, in ſome caſes, he has unfairly 
quoted) for ſaying that the people have a 
fight to reſume that power which they have 
truſted in the hands of one man, when they 
find that he has made a bad uſe of it.— He 
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that the trial by | jury is not a ſure 


infallible defence of the liberty 
of the Engliſh conſtitution, REY 
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Tt has been frequently urged, 
in oppoſition to theſe arguments, 
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feems to have uſed declamation without argu- 


| that the ON of England can 3 
1 1 
15 never enſlaved, that there 3 
* will be always virtue enough in 4 
ig them E 
1 4 "Es PE . 
(x aſſert that the diſſenters are very „ little better 1 
ſubjcets than papiſts, and ought ſcarcely to 4 
WP be more tolerated. In the paſſages on this 3 
1 ſubject, in the words of an elegant writer, he 3 
| ment, and violent cenſures <oithout dignity or 
26 moderation. The beſt cure for the poiſon 
0 [ contained in theſe books, is to be found in a 
0 - Letter to the author by the great Dr. Prieſtly, - - 
1 and i in a tract addreſſed to him by Mr. Fur- 
A neaux. No young man who reads the Com- 
bt mentaries on the Laws of England, ſhould 


be unacquainted with theſe —— 


f 25 J 
them to check the movements of 
arbitrary power, and to curb the 
inſolence of that monarch who 
ſhould be bold enough to proceed 
upon them. This, they fay, 
appears not only from the ſpirit 
of liberty ſhewn in former times, 
but from the glorious appeal they 
made to heaven in Charles the 
firſt's time, and their depriving 
James the ſecond of his crown. 
But we muſt conſider in how 
different a manner they made an 
attack upon the freedom of the 
conſtitution, from what has been 
attempted in the preſent times. 
Thoſe - two monarchs openly 
avowed their intention of infring- 
ing the liberties of the people: 
they endeavoured, in the face of 


day 3 


26 1 


day, to E & a caſtle that was 

invincible by mere farce. A 
wiſer plan is now adopted of un- 
dermining it, and its very foun- 


dations begin to totter. 


— Captique dolis, lachrymiſque coacti, 

Quoſneque Tydides, nec Lariſſæus Achilles 

Non anni domuere decem, non mille carinæ. 
We muſt conſider that thoſe 


kings had to deal with an uncor- 
rupted, the preſent, with a venal 


parliament. It is alſo certain 


that the exorbitance of ſuch a 


national debt as ours (amongſt 
other cauſes) reſtrains the virtue 


of a nation. Dr. Price, a ſaga- 


cious and intelligent writer, tells 


us, in his late Appeal to the 


Public, on the ſubje& of the 
national debt, that nothing, in 
bis 


— 


f #5 ] | 
his opinion, can be mor“ replerꝭ | 
with miſchief i a free peoples 
than fuch a debt as ors: He 
ſays, it expoſes #s 20 foreign hes 
mies, by making ws fearful of war; 
and to doneftic enemies, by making 


ws fearful of the conſequentes of 
oppoſition to arbitrary mneaſures, 
Indeed, continues he, I Ibo upon 
the public creditors as little berte? 
rhan a band of penfoners to the 
government, and it is more than” 
probable, that had the nation been 
encumbered with our preſent debts 
in the reign of Charles the firſt, or 
James the ſecond, the former 
would never have loft his life, nor 
the latter his crown. Dr. Black 
None alſo, ſpeaking of the wat 
ence of the crown, ſays, The 
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frequent opportunities of conferring 
particular obligations, by prefe- 
rence in loans, ſubſcriptions; tickets, 
remittances, and other money 
tranſactions, will greatly increaſe 
this influence, and over thoſe per- 
ſons whoſe attachment, on account 
of their wealth, is moſt deſireable. 
As this is the natural, though, 
perhaps, the unforeſeen conſequence 
of erecting our funds of credit, 
and to ſupport them eftabliſhing our 
preſent perpetual taxes; the whole 
of which is entirely new ſince the 
reſtoration in 1660, and by far 
the greateſt part ſince the revolu- 
tion in 1688; And the ſame may 
be ſaid with regard to the officers 
in our numerous army, and the. 
places which the army has created. 


L 29 | 


All which put together gives theexe- | 
cutive power fo perſuaſive an ener 
g with reſpect to the perſons them- 
ſetves, and ſo prevailing an intereſt 
with their friends, as will amply 
make amends for the loſs of exter- 
nal prerogative, 


Our miniſters of late have been 
unwilling to diminiſh this great 
debt, on account of the influence 
which is thereby given to govern- 
ment. Inſtead, therefore, of the 
ſinking fund being appropriated 
by compound intereſt to diſ- 
charge the immenſe debt of the 
nation it is put out to © ſimple 
E intereſt, 


1— * 


* The difference between ſimple and com- 
pound intereſt, is inconceivable to a perſon 
who has not conſidered the ſubject. It is 
almoſt infinite——Yide Dr. Price, on the 


National Debt. 
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intereſt, and the debt remains 
nearly the ſame. But what is it 
that they have not dared to do? 
They have not only in this in- 
ſtance, but in ſeveral others, 
wantonly trampled on the moſt 
ſacred laws; and when we have 
complained at the injuſtice, they 
have added inſult to oppreſſion. 


3 


In ſuch a caſe there is only one 


method to put a ſtop to their 
career. I mean, —by an appeal 
to heaven. Though this, per- 
haps, might produce greater in- 
conveniencies than any we could 
ſuffer 9 their tyranny. But 


if ſuch a) circumſtance were to 


happen, I can only ſay, (as 


every true Engliſhman ought) 


that, 


7 


1 


that, Manus hec inimica tyrannis, 
this hand, an enemy to tyrants, 


ſhall not be inactive. 


I am your's, &c. 


ACADEMICUS. 


LETTER III. 


OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE 


Firſt _ of GENESIS, and ſome 

other Parts of the OLD TESTAMENT; 
with ſome general Remarks on the 
NEW TESTAMENT. 


=" 


Nil tam temerarium tamque indignum fapientis 
gravitate atque Conſtantia, quam quod non/ſatis 
exploratè perceptum fit & cognitum, fine ulla 


dubitatione defendere. 
Cicero de Natura Deorum. 


®Owvavra TvETNOW. is 
At ro way ipprveuv Xi ci. 
Pix p AR, Olymp. II. 
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{LETTER II. 


Dax EuoENIUs, 
Mors in my opinion, has 
given us an hiſtory of the 
Creation, which is by no means. 
reconcileable to the principles of 


reaſon, As a good chriſtian, 


however, I am bound to believe 


in him as a Fig ſent from 


God, and a\ law-giver to his 
choſen peopl I would not 
have you, therefore, imagine that 
I mean, in the following pages, 
to diſpute the reality of ſuch his 
deputation from the Almighty. 
Be aſſured that I have not im- 
bibed any of thoſe ſceptical no- 


tions, which are too faſhionable 
now 
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now-a-days with young men at 
the univerſity. As you are an 
older divine, I ſhould eſteem it 
as a favour if you would anſwer 
ſome queſtions which are put, 
as St. Paul fays, only for the 


ſake of ood! edi ing. 
g J Hing. 


| We are told by Moſes, hat in the 
beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth : that he was fix days 
in making it, and that on the ſe- 
venth day God ended his work which 
he had made, and reſted on the ſe- 
venth day from all his work which 
he had made. It ſeems, I think, 
unworthy of the ſupreme Being 
to be employed ſix days in the 


fabrication of this world. Is it 


not reducing him too much to 
the level of humanity, to ſay that 
wakes 56 7 I 


T my 


he finiſhed his work by degrees, 
and that he conſidered of it 
whether it was good or not? It 
is more agreeable to the notions 
we have of infinite power, to 
imagine that he made it in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, for, as the Latin poet ſays, 
vocem Fata ſequuntur. Moles, 
I think, would have given a 
more rational hiſtory of the crea- 
tion, if he had repreſented the 
Deity making the whole world, 
as he nobly deſcribes his making 
light: And God ſaid, Let there 
be light, and there was light, 


In the fourteenth verſe of the 
firſt chapter we are told, And 
God aid, Let there be lights in the 

F firma> 
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firmament of heaven, to divide the 
day from the night: and let them 
be for figns and for ſeaſons, and 
for days and years. And let them 
be for lights in the firmament of 
heaven, to give light upon the 
earth : and it was ſo. And God 
mad? two great lights ; the greater 
light to rule the. day, and the 
leſſer light to rule the night : he 
made the ſtars alſo. And God 
ſet them in the firmament of the 
heaven, to give light upon the 
earth, And to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to divide 
the tight from the darkneſs : and 
God ſaw that it was good. Would 
not one rather imagine this to be 
an account of the creation given 
by an unenlightened writer, 

I | than 


39 1 
than a revelation of the Deity, 


conveyed by the means of inſpi- 
ration? Are not ſome of the 
great truths of natural philoſo- 
phy, which all the writers on 


that ſubject have agreed upon, 
here contradicted ? Can we ima- 
gine a revelation from the Deity 
to be otherwiſe than altogether 
true ? Moſes ſeems to think that 
all the expanſe above us, which 
he calls the firmament of heaven, 
was made for no other purpoſe 
than for our uſe, But who is 
there now that would not ſay 
that the ſun was not only made 
for this earth, but for the planets 
that the moon is not a light or 
luminary, but derives its light 
entirely from the ſun—and that 

F 2 the 


[ 49 } 
the ſtars (the fixt ſtars I mean) 
fo far from being made for the 
little ſervice they do us, in re- 
gard to light, are ſuns to other 
worlds ?—Of theſe truths, how- 
ever, Moſes appears quite ignorant. 


We are told alſo, that there 
was only one man and one wo- 
man created at firſt.— This, in 
my opinion, ſeems improbable; 
for we muſt conſider what a large 


ſpace of time would have elapſed 
before the whole earth could 


have been repleniſhed from the 
loins of one man and of one wo- 
man. Suppoſe, for inſtance, 
that they were placed in Judea, 
though they might in no very 
great time have peopled that 
country, 
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country, yet there were no ſhips 
to convey their progeny to other 
parts of the globe; which parts 
muſt neceſſarily have lain unin- 
habited for ſeveral thouſands of 
years. This, then, would have 
contradicted the general rules of 
Providence which ſeem inviola- 
ble—Nature, wiſe and frugal, 
would have produced ſomewhat 
that was not for immediate uſe 
The Deity would have made a 
world, the greateſt part of which, 
for ages, would have been with- 
out an inhabitant. 


Thus much for the firſt chap- 
ter : I hope you will particularly 
attend to theſe queſtions I have 
put, as I have a great deſire to 


have 
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have them ſatisfactorily anſwered; 
They are not miniftred as if I 
' diſbelieved, but becauſe I am wil- 
ling to entertain a rational belief. 
This is alſo what appears ſtrange 
to me. Though Moſes ſays that 
Adam and Eve were the two firſt, 
and the only two created, and 
that Cain and Abel were their 
two firſt. begotten children, yet 
he makes Cain ſay unto the 
Lord: * Behold, thou haſt driven 
me out, this day, from the face of 
the earth: and from thy face ſhall 
T be hid; and I ſhall be a fugi- 
tive and vagabond in the earth: 
and it ſhall come to paſs that every 
one that findeth me ſhall flay me. 
Cain 


* Geneſis, chap. iv. ver. 14. 
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Cain is afraid that every one that 
findeth him (in an uninhabited 
country) ſhall flay him, Can 
this contradiction be evaded by 
the common cant of divines, by 
ſaying the paſſage is zypical, vi- 
fronary, or allegorical ? 


In the ſame book of Geneſis - 
we are told, that after Noah and 
his family had come out from the 
ark, that he began to be an huſ- 
bandman, and planted a vineyard: 
and he drank of the wine and was 
drunken, and he was uncovered 
within his tent. And Ham the 
| father of Canaan ſaw the naked- 
meſs of his father, and told his two 

brethren 
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Brethren without. And Shem and 
Japbeth took a garment, and laid 
# upon both their ſhoulders, and 
went backward, and covered the 
nakedneſs of their father ; and 
their faces were backward, and 
they ſaw not their father's naked- 
neſs. And Noah awoke from his 
. wine, and knew what his younger 
ſon had done unto him. And he 
aid, Curſed be Canaan; a ſer- 
want of ſervants ſhall he be unto 
his brethren. And he ſaid, Bleſ- 
fed be the Lord God of Shem ; 
and Canaan ſhall be his ſervant. 
God fhall enlarge Fapheth, and 
he fhall dwell in the tents of 
Shem; and Canaan ſhall be bis 
ſervant, Does it not ſeem un- 
worthy of the Deity to put-a 
| prophecy 
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prophecy in the mouth of a man, 
who (in the words of Moſes him- 
ſelf) was drunken, or, who had 
Juſt awoke from his wine? Is * 
not a prophecy that, if fulfilled, 
would load the Deity with the 
imputation of cruelty and injuſ- 
tice? Canaan is curſed, and he 
is alſo to, be puniſhed : for what ? 
——becauſe he ſaw the nakedneſs 
of his father, and told his two 
| brethren without. 4 


In another part of the ſame book, 
Moſes ſays, And the Lord appear- 
ed unto him (i. e. Abraham) in the 
plains of Mamre : and he ſat in 
the tent door in the heat of the 
day. And he lift up his eyes and 

G looked, 
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* Geneſis, ch. xvili. ver. 1—16. 
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hooked, and lo, three men flood by 
him : and when he ſaw them, he 
ran to meet them from the tent 
door, and bowed himſelf toward 
the ground. And ſaid, My Lord, 
if now ] have found favour in thy 
frght, paſs not away, I pray thee, 
from thy ſervant, Let a litthe 
water, I pray you, be fetched, 
and waſh your feet, and reſt your- 
ſelves under the tree. And I will 
fetch a morſel of bread, and com- 
fort ye your hearts; after that 
you ſhall paſs on: for therefore 
are ye come to your ſervant. Ant 
they ſaid, So do as rhou haſt ſaid. 
n 

No leſs a man than that learned ry 

Dr. Lightfoot, has gravely aſſerted that 


theſe three men were the tree perſons of the 
Trinity. 
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And Abraham haſtened into the 
tent unto Sarah, and ſaid, Make 
ready quickly three meaſures of fine 
meal, knead it, and make cakes 
upon the hearth. And Abraham 
ran unto the herd, and fetcht a 
calf tender and good, and gave 


it unto a young man; and he 


haſted to dreſs it. And he took 
butter and milk, and the calf 
which he had dreſſed, and ſet it 
before them ; and he ſtood by them 
umder the tree, and they did eat. 
And they ſaid unto him, Where is 
Sarah thy wife? And he ſaid, 
Behold, in the tent. And be ſaid, 
1 will certainly return unto thee 
according to the time of life; and 
ho, Sarah thy wife ſhall have a ſon. 
And Sarah heard it in the tent 

G 2 door, 
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door, which was behind him. Now 
Abraham and Sarah were old, 
and well firicken in age: and it 
ceaſed to be with. Sarah after the 
manner of women. Therefore 
Sarah laughed within herſelf, 
ſaying, After I am waxed old, 
ſhall I have pleaſure, my lord 
being old alſo? And the Lord 
faid unto Abraham, Wherefore 
did Sarah laugh, ſaying, Shall J 
of a ſurety bear a child, which am 
old? Is any thing too hard for 
the Lord? At the time appointed 
will I return unto thee, according 
to the time of life, and Sarah 
ſhall have a ſon. Then Sarah 
denied, ſaying, I laughed not: 
for ſhe was afraid. And he ſaid, 
May, but thou didſt laugh. 

'q One 


Et 3 
one cannot tell whether Moſes 
means here, that the great God of 


heaven and earth, the everlaſting 
Jehovah himſelf, or that three 
angels appeared unto Abraham. 
Does it not ſeem, however, impro- 
bable that the Deity himſelf would 
go to Abraham and Sarah, or 
that he would ſend three angels 
to eat with them three meaſures 
of fine meal, when it was kneaded 
and made cakes upon the hearth? 
Could he not have revealed his 
mind to Abraham, without, at 
the ſame time, degrading his 
dignity ? 


In the thirty-ſecond chapter of 
Geneſis, is the deſcription of 
Jacob's wreſtling with an angel. 


And 
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And when be ſqw that be pre- 
vailed not againſt bim, he touched 
the hollow of his thigh : and the 
bollow of Jacob's thigh was out of 
joint, as he wreſiled with him. 
And be ſaid, Thy name ſhall be 
called no more Jacob, but Iſrael : 
for as a prince haſt thou power 
with God and with men, and haſt 
prevailed. And Jacob called the 
name of the place Peniel : for I 
have ſeen God face to face, and 
my life is preſerved. I ſhould be 
obliged to you to inform me in 
your next, how this paſſage is 
explained by divines, and whether 
it is to be underſtood in a literal 
ſenſe or not; for I do not re- 

member 
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® Geneſis, ch. xxxii. ver. 24, 28, 30. 
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member to have read any one of 
them who has attempted an ex- 
planation.— Thus much for the 
firſt book of Geneſis. In regard 
to this book; I muſt acknows 


ledge; that were I to conſider of 
it by itſelf, and intirely indepeh- 
dant of the other parts of the 
Bible, I ſhould, perhaps, doubt 
whether the author of it was 
really inſpired, or had a ſuper- 
natural information. I ſhould 
think, perhaps, that the Iſrael- 
ites, as well as almoſt all other 
nations in the firſt ages, had 
gone upon their enterprizes, 
journeys, and peregrinations; (in 
the words of tlie Greek Poet) 
Tlebopever TEp%EC Ts Oetwy, xa Zuvog apwyn; 
—that they had truſted to the 
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interpoſition of infinite power, 
when they had no rational 
grounds or reaſon for ſuch a 
confidence. But when I conſi- 
der that this book is the foun- 
dation, as it were, of the no- 
bleſt ſyſtem of morality that was 
ever given to man, that has no 
leſs than God for its author, nay, 
that was even delivered to the 
world in perſon by him; I ſay, 
when I conſider that it is ſo con- 
nected with this ſyſtem, that 
they muſt ſtand or fall together, 
I immediately determine upon be- 
lief, and implicit belief, —I ſhall 
now conclude my queſtions con- 
cerning the Old Teſtament, with 
a very few words, 


Moſes 


6 4s 1 

Moſes ſays, in the ſeventeenth 
chapter of Exodus *, that when 
the Iſraelites murmured for wa- 
ter, the Lord commanded him 
to ſmite the rock in Horeb, 
upon which there came water 
forth. Tacitus, in the + _ 

book of his hiſtory, gives us 
deſcription of his procuring it 
in another manner. Speaking of 
the Jews, he ſays, Plurimi auc- 
tores conſentiunt , ortd per 2 22 
tum tabe, gue corpora feedaret ; | 
regem Boccborim, adito Hammo- 
H | nis 


1 
1 


Verſe 5; 6. 

Il chink this book of Tacitus ſeems incom- 
plete. It is not improbable that ſome chriſ- 
tians in the firſt centuries, who. had more 
zeal than ſenſe, expunged ſome other deſcrip- | 
tions of the miracles of Moſes, 
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nis oraculo remedium petentem pur- 
gare regnum, & id genus homi- 
num ut inviſum Deis, alias in 
terras avehere juſſum. Sic con- 
guiſitum collectumque vulgus, poſt= 
quam vaſtis locis relictum fit; 
ceteris per lachrymas torpentibus, 
Mojen unum exulum monuiſſe, ne 
guam Deorum hominumve opem 
expectarent utringue deſerti, ſed 

. febimet ut duci cœleſti crederent, 
primo cujus auxilio credentes, pre- 
ſentes miſerias pepuliſſent. Aſſen- 
ſere, atque omnium ignari fortui- 
tum iter incipiunt. Sed nihil 
eque quam inopid aquæ fatiga- 
bat. TFamque haud procul exitio, 
totis campis procubuerant : cum 
grex aſinorum agreſtium, e paſiu 
in rupem nemore opacam conceſſit. 
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Secutus Moſes, confecturd herbidi 
oli, largas aquarum venas aperit. 
Id levamen; & continuum ſex 
dierum iter emenſi, ſeptimo pulſis 
cultoribus, obtinuere terras, in 
quibus urbs & templum dicata 


ſunt, 


I ſhall only mention two more 
paſſages (which are ir omnium ) 
to ſhew where Moſes ſeems to 
make the Deity condeſcend to 
what is unworthy of him—In 
the eighth chapter of Numbers*, 
we are told: And the Lord ſpake 
unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak unto 
Aaron, and ſay unto him, When 
thou lighteſt the lamps, the ſeven 
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lamps ſhall give light over again 
the candleſtick. And Aaron did 
he lighted the lamps thereof 
over againſt the candleſtick, as 
the Lord commanded M. ofes. And 
this work of the candleſtick was of 
beaten gold, unto the ſhaft thereof, 
unto the flowers thereof, was beaten 
work : according to the pattern 
which the Lord had ſhewed Moſes, 
The other paſſage that I mean, 
is in the twenty-ſecond chapter 
of Numbers *— And when the 


aſs ſaw the angel of the Lord, ſhe 


fell down under B alaam, and 
Balaam's anger was kindled, and 
he ſmote the aſs with a fat. And 
the Lord eons the mouth of the 
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Verſe 27—31, 
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aſs, and ſhe ſaid unto Balaam, 
What have I done unto thee, that 
thou haſt ſmitten me theſe three 
times? And Balaam ſaid unto the 
aſs, Becauſe thou haſt mocked me: 
J would there were a ſword in my 
band, for now would I kill thee. 
And the aſs ſaid unto Balaam, 
Am I not thine, upon which thou 
haſt ridden ever fince ] was thine 
unto this day; was I ever wont 
to do ſo unto thee? and he ſaid, 
May. Does not this ſeem a bur- 
leſque upon miracles, that the 
aſs ſhould ſpeak unto Balaam, 
when the angel of the Lord 
(out of whoſe mouth the repre- 
henſion would have been more 
proper) was near at hand? I hope 
you will give a ſatisfactory an- 

{wer 
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ſwer to my queſtions concerning 
theſe two paſſages, and the ſeve- 
ral others that I have mentioned. 


Be aſſured, however, that I ſhall 


not ſay of them (as is too com- 
monly the caſe) 


—— Credat Judæus Apella ; 
Non ego, 


It is impertinent to ſay that 
the Old and New Teſtament are 


not connected together in a ſyſ- 


tem, as it were, of revelation : 
or that a man can diſbelieve one 
without diſbelieving the other. 
They are altogether true, or al- 
together falſe. To a perſon as 
well read as you are in the Scrip- 
tures, it is almoſt unneceſſary to 
ſay, that our Saviour, St. Paul, 


and 


C 3 
and the other apoſtles, ſpeak 


more than once of Moſes as the 
prophet of God ; and that they 


look upon the miracles mentioned 
in the Old Teftament, to be 
ſtrictly agreeable to truth. To 
let one example ſuffice for a 
thouſand. —St. Peter, in his ſe- 
cond general epiſtle, ſays, “ 
Which have forſaken the right 
way, and are gone aſtray, follow- 
ing the way of Balaam the ſon 
of Boſor, who loved the wages of 
unrighteouſneſs ; but was rebuked 
for his iniquity: the dumb afs, 
ſpeaking with man's voice, forbad 
the madneſs of the prophet. 
In regard to the New Teſtament, 

, I would 
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I would beg you for your anſwers 
to theſe queſtions. Does it not 
ſeem improbable that the Son of 
God himſelf ſhould be nailed to 
the croſs, and undergo the ſever- 
eſt torments for the {ins of man- 
kind; or (if Jeſus Chriſt was not 
the Son of God) does it not ſeem 
unjuſt that an innocent man 
ſhould be puniſhed for the tranſ- 
greſſions of other men? The 
Scripture is, in this caſe, abſo- 
lutely contradictory, In one 
place he is ſaid to be * equal 
with God; in another, that he has 
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Se am well aware of the ingenuity of 
the Socinians in altering the meaning of a 
plain paſſage of Scripture, 


61 J 
no power + without the Father: 
Is it not unaceountable that tho 

he had fed, in a moſt miraculous 


manner, ſevetal thouſinds with 
a little bread and à few fiſhes; 
that not one of theſe ſhould, in 
the choice given them by Pilate, | 
prefer him to Batabbas; and that 
no one ſhould manifeſt at his 
crucifixion any thought of his 
being favoured with ſupernatural 
aſſiſtance, but a poor Centurion, 
who ſaid, Truly, this is the Son 
of God Is not the boaſted mo- 
rality of the goſpel made up of 
rules that are inipraQticable ? Can 
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T&Tpos, un. Mark, ch. xi. ver. 27. Vide 


ch. x. ver. 18.— There are alſo many other 


places where the ſame meaning is expreſſed. 
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(inſtead of our equals), the poor: 
the maimed, the lame, the blind? 
Are the miracles, which are ſaid 
to have been performed at the 
propagation of the goſpel, au- 
thenticated by any impartial evi- 
dence? When St. Paul ſojourned 
at Rome, do we hear, from any 
Roman author of eredit, that he 
performed any miracles; there ?; 
If miracles were ſo. frequent at 
the preaching of the | goſpel, 
ought we not to expect ſome to 
enſure the continuance of it ? 


Do we hear of any now ?—Can. 


any poſitive meaning be afhxed 
to the prophecies in the Book of 
Revelations? For inſtance, in 
the ſixth chapter it is thus ſaid. 

| And 
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And R ſaw: oben the" Lamb 


opened one of the ſeats," and 1. 
heard, as iù were the noiſa f thun- 
ter, one of the fair beats, ſayings 
Come, and fee." And I i⸗] Zan 
behold, a white horſe ; and be that 
fat on him had & bow, and a crown 
was gi unto him: and be went 
forth comquaring and to conquer. 
And when be had opened the. ſecomd 
feal, I heard\the ſæcond beaſt ſay, 
Come, and fee; And, there went out 
another horſe that was rede and 
power was giden to: bim- that ſat 
thereon, ta rale peace "from the 
earth, amd that they boni kill 
aue another; and there was. given 
unto * 4 8 e Sword. And 
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when he had opened the third 
feal, I heard the third beaft ſay, 
Come, and ſee. And I beheld; 
and la, a black horſe 5. and be that 
fat on bim had a pair of balances 
in bis band. And ] beard a voice 
in the midf# of the four beaſts ſay, 
A meaſure of wheat for a penny, 
and three meaſures of barley for a 
penny; and fee thou hurt not the 
ail and the wine. Will not one 
expofition or comment upon this 
paſſage be as well founded as 
another ?—Again, I mult ſay to 
you, that I have put theſe queſ- 
tions for the ſake of entertaining 
a rational belief, and not becauſe 
Iam inclined to infidelity. Laſtly, - 
let me aſk you if the Chriſtian 
religion has not been of temporal 
diſ- 


1 6 J 
diſſervice to mankind? — Before 
the propagation of the religion 
of Jeſus, the world enjoyed the 
charming ſweets of univerſal 
toleration. No Pagan hated 
Pagan (in their good: tempered 
religion) becauſe he worſhipped 
other gods; or his own in a 
different manner from himſelf; 
In the courſe of thouſands of 
years, no man, except Socrates, 
amongſt the Athenians, ſuffered 
death, or even puniſhment, 
for the ſake of his religious opi- 
nions. It was then that meek- 
ey d Toleration, as gentle as 
the dove, ſat enthroned upon the 
benevolent hearts of mankind. 
But when the goſpel of Chriſt 
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began to be publiſhed toi the 
world, that ſweet tranquillity 
vaniſhed in a moment. That 
goſpel (in the words of it's great 
author) ſat brothen againſt-. bro- 
ther; and nation againſt nation 
A bat goſpel appeared as de- 
ſtructive to the race of man, ' as 
wur, peſtilence, and famine. 
The time would fail me to ſpeak 
of the miſchief it has oedaſioned 
in later days of the mercileſs 
ttibunals of the bloody duke of 
Alva, for the puniſhmerit-of he- 
reticks in the Lo Countries —of 
the maſſacre of the proteſtants in 
Ireland of the cruel treatment 
of the hugonots in France —of 
the horrid perſecution there under 


Lewis the fourteenth.—In thort, 


all 


( @ ] 
alk the parts of Burope were des 
luged with the hloodl of 
heretics. The dæmon of. diſt 
cord ſeemed to reign triumphant 
over this whole quarter of the 
globe—Perſecutign, which cliri 
tianity produced, though not, ſo 
proud and elate here as in many 
other parts, yet even here flew 
like a rapacious Vulture here 
gorged her hideous maw-—here 
raiſed aloft her towering \ creſt, 
and joyouſly clapt her crimſon 


wings. 


1 am your's, &c. 
'» ACADEMICUS. 


P. 8. On account of ſome 
unforeſeen accidents, I have not 


been 
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